Future Leading Innovation Partnership Charter

As the first quarter of the 21st century comes to a close, humanity is currently experiencing four
notable changes. First, people have moved away from the sole pursuit of convenience and comfort
that we have traditionally sought, and are seeking a deeper understanding of human society and the
global environment to find harmony with the Earth while continuing to fully utilize science and
technology. Second, science and technology are advancing at an extraordinary speed, making it
increasingly difficult for people and society to keep pace. Third, the use of information has expanded
to a new dimension, and human activities are becoming more widespread not only in a physical sense
but also virtually. Fourth, our society is changing to one where individual values and ways of life are
respected, thus a deeper understanding of people’s diversity and perspectives is required, and

relationships between people are becoming more flexible.

Universities in Japan are surrounded by an environment that has also been undergoing
unprecedented changes in recent years. In addition to the relative decline in Japan's research
capabilities, the long-term economic stagnation known as the "Lost 30 Years," and the accelerating
low birth rate and population decline have been identified from all angles as having a serious impact

on the future of universities.

In this modern age, where the environment surrounding humanity and universities is rapidly
changing, there is a strong demand for people who can thrive in the coming generation and contribute
to solving increasingly complex social issues, and to have not only outstanding expertise, but also a
much broader perspective than before. Furthermore, the issues facing modern society are complex
and multi-layered, making it difficult to solve them within a single academic field. Therefore, the key
to creating a sustainable future is to promote multifaceted and comprehensive education and research

in which different fields cross-reference and complement each other.



With this in mind, our four universities - Ochanomizu University, Tokyo University of Foreign
Studies, Institute of Science Tokyo, and Hitotsubashi University - pledge to expand new horizons of
knowledge through collaboration and co-creation, based on our own progressive academic styles and

historical missions while respecting the diversity and strengths of each institution.

As a hub of knowledge gathered in Tokyo, one of the world's leading academic cities, our four
universities will be at the core of co-creation that connects knowledge from Tokyo to regional Japan
and then to the world, and will contribute to the sustainable development of human society through
innovation in education that combines deep expertise and broad perspectives, and strengthening

research by combining knowledge across fields.
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